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SECTION A: POETRY

QUESTION 1: UNSEEN POEM - PIGEONS

Pigeons
By Richard Kell

They paddle with staccato feet 1
In powder-pools of sunlight,

Small blue busybodies

Strutting like fat gentlemen

With hands clasped 5
Under their swallowtail coats;

And, as they stump about

Their heads like tiny hammers

Tap at imaginary nails

In non-existent walls. 10
Elusive ghosts of sunshine

Slither down the green gloss

Of their necks an instant, and are gone.

Summer hangs drugged from sky to earth

In limpid fathoms of silence: 15
Only warm dark dimples of sound

Slide like slow bubbles

From the contented throats.

Raise a casual hand —
With one quick gust 20
They fountain into air.

Tricky words

Staccato: lightly touching

Elusive: mysterious

Slither: slide unsteadily

‘In limpid fathoms': like clear deep waters

1.1 Which line most accurately describes what this poem is about:
a) pigeons drinking happily from a fountain.
b) the way the speaker mistakes the pigeons for ghosts.
c¢) the restless movement of pigeons on a slow quiet summer day.
d) the effect of the sunlight on the pigeons’ back. n

1.2.1 Quote one simile from the first 5 lines. i (1)

1.2.2 What image does the poet create with this simile? (2)

132

14

1.5

21

2.2

2.3

Quote one example of alliteration from stanza 2.
What is the effect of the alliteration in this context?
Why would the poet say that summer was “drugged”?

Explain the metaphor in line 21.

Pteranodon
By Douglas Livingstone

A seven year old herd boy, 1
ragged happy and vacant,

sits alone playing the stonegame,

his back to the five thin healthy head grazing.

Across the valley 5
the distant warts of huts
squat on the wrist of the hill.

Long believed extinct

there was no one

but the walleyed 10
stampeding clot of cattle

to see the two dozen

feet of dusty leather

wingspread, hear the wet

crush of long toothed jaws closing, 15
the snap of vertebrae,

and nothing, nothing at all

the flight away

with the braken rabbit boy

one limb slow waving. 20

Name two ways in which the poet makes the reader aware that the herd boy is all alone.

Why is does the poet emphasise this fact?

Quote and identify one figure of speech from stanza two.

[10]

[5]

(1)
(2)
(1)
(2)

)
(1)
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SECTION A: POETRY

QUESTION 1: UNSEEN POEM - PIGEONS

1.1 Which line most accurately describes what this poem is about:
a) pigeons drinking happily from a fountain.
b) the way the speaker mistakes the pigeons for ghosts.
¢) the restless movement of pigeons on a slow quiet summer day.
d) the effect of the sunlight on the pigeons” back. (1)

1.2.1 Quote one simile from the first 5 lines. (1)
“Small blue busybodies
Strutting like fat gentlemen”

1.2.2 What image does the poet create with this simile? (2)
The poet creates the image of birds looking like little men in blue suits

1.3 “Their heads like tiny hammers
Tap at imaginary nails”

1.3.1 Quote one example of alliteration from stanza 2. (1)
“Sound Slide like slow bubbles”

1.3.2 What s the effect of the alliteration in this context? (2)
The repeated “S” sound mimics the slow cooing of the birds.

1.4  Why would the poet say that summer was “drugged”? (1)
The day was slow and sleepy, like someone who is drugged / the air is thick and heavy

1.5  Explain the metaphor in line 21. . (2)
The flight of the birds as they scatter into the air is being compared to a fountain.
[10]

QUESTION 2: SEEN POEM - PTERANODON

2.1 Name two ways in which the poet makes the reader aware that the herd boy is all alone. (2)
The poet mentions that he sits alone playing the stone game.

The only other life around are the huts in the far distance

He mentions that there was no one but the walleyed stampeding clot of cattle

2.2 Why is does the poet emphasise this fact? (1)
The boy is alone therefore nobody will see him killed by the Pteranodon and people will continue to believe
that it is extinct.

2.3 Quote and identify one figure of speech from stanza two. (2)
“the distant warts of huts” — metaphor OR
“huts squat on the wrist of the hill” - personification

(5]




QUESTION 3: SEEN POEM - AN ABANDONED BUNDLE

3.1.1 What figure of speech is being used in the lines above? (1)
Simile
3.1.2 In what way is the city of Jabavu similar to "a gigantic sore"? (1)

It is filthy, polluted, unwanted, unhygienic, unhealthy (something similar)

3.2  Why does the poet use the words “fangs” rather than “teeth” in lines 14? (1)
The word “fangs” show us that the dogs are wild.

3.3  Why does the poet use words such as “innocence” and “pure” when referring to the baby’s

mother? (2)
He is making us aware that perhaps the mother is not to blame. Perhaps society is to blame for allowing
the circumstances in which such tragedies occur.

(5]

SECTION A: 20

SECTION B: NOVEL
QUESTION 4 - GOODNIGHT MISTER TOM

4.1 Where is Will in this extract? (1)
He is locked under the stairs / back at his mother’s house in London.

4.2 Explain how he came to be there? (2)
He returned to his London at his mother’s request. His mother was punishing him for being friends with
a Jewish boy / accused him of lying and being a bad boy. :

4.3  Who is “the baby” that Will is referring to? (1
His sister
His mother’s baby

4.4  What is the first thing that Will notices when he first meets the baby? (1)
It has tape over its mouth.

4.5 Why would Mrs. Beech probably burn Zach’s poem? (1)
She didn’t like the fact that Zach was Jewish,

4.6  Why did he feel that he “was a different person lying there™? (2)
He had changed so much during his time spent in Little Weirworld.

He no longer felt like the weak and timid boy that his mother called Willie

He felt stronger, and more confident and this he associated with the name William.

4.7 Why did he wish for an instant that he had not gone to Little Weirworld? (2)
Before he went to Little Weirworld, he was used to the abuse and for him it was normal. By going to
Little Weirworld, he experienced what it was to be a normal child in a loving home.

[10]




QUESTION 5 - GOODNIGHT MISTER TOM

Read the following extract and then answer the questions that follow.

Extarct B (from Goodnight Mister Tom: Back to School)

5.1 Explain “Zach’s sudden departure™.
He went back to London to visit his dad who had been injured by a bomb blast.

5.2 Knowing what happens after this extract, why is Zach’s postscript sad on epic adventure a

little sad?
It’s sad because Zach died and therefore will not be able to finish his epic adventure.

5.3 Quote a phrase from the extract that shows us that Tom has changed.

“hiding from Tom, who was chasing them and pretending to be a monster at the same time.”
5.4  List two ways in which Tom has changed since we first met him in the novel.

He has become more social

He is friendly and playful

He is now Will’s adoptive father

He is no longer a grumpy recluse

5.5 List three ways in which Will has changed since his ninth birthday.
He is happy and less shy
He is confident and more outspoken
He is healthy and has gained weight
He no longer wets the bed
He can read and write
(anything relevant)

)

(2)

(1

(2)

3)

[10]

SECTION B: 20
EXAM TOTAL: 40




