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POSITION STATEMENT ON ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUGS:

It is the aim of the school's policy on drugs and alcohol that all members of the school
community (students, parents, staff and the Governing Body) convey by their actions and teachings
that they do not condone the inappropriate use of alcohol or other drugs.

School policy opposes both the inappropriate use of legal drugs and the possession or use of
prohibited substances. This policy is applicable:

on school premises;

at or during functions, excursions or any other activity organised by the school;
when members of the school community are representing the school;
whenever members of the school community can be identified as such;

when the effects of use or abuse are noticeable at school or school functions or when
representing the school or identifiable as a member of the school community or affect in
any way the performance or school life of a member of the school.

The school does not permit learners to indulge in:

the use of prohibited substances;

the inappropriate use of either prescribed or non-prescribed medicines;

the inappropriate use of solvents, inhalants, and/or other chemical agents;

the consumption of alcoholic beverages;

the smoking of tobacco and other drugs;

the possession of drug-related paraphernalia such as cigarette papers, pipes, etc;

any form of behaviour resulting in their being under the influence of alcohol and/or other
drugs.

The consequences of breaching these requirements could include any or all of the following:

drawing up of a contract between all parties;
appropriate disciplinary and/or rehabilitative action relative to the breach;

suspension or expulsion of learner.



POLICY:

This school will adopt an approach to drug/alcohol related issues which is restorative and supportive
rather than purely punitive. While the school accepts the view that chemical dependency is a
primary, chronic and progressive illness, it holds that substance abuse is an unacceptable practice
and that the concept of a healthy drug-free life should at all times be propagated and encouraged.

Realism nevertheless requires that it should be our policy not to condemn but to support those who
need help in these areas, and should in the first instance attempt to do it in such a way that it will not
necessarily endanger their school careers. Within this context we accept that:

e we are part of a greater community;

e we are in partnership with parents/guardians to ensure the best for their children;

e a wide variety of addictive or habit-forming substances, both legal and illegal, are
available within our community;

e substance abuse is detrimental to humans on various levels;
e our children are exposed to such substances through various channels;

¢ we have to equip our young people to be less vulnerable to substance abuse and better
able to deal with life and its challenges;

e our children, parents and teachers are not always equipped with sufficient information to
combat the ills of substance abuse.

In cases where the learner and parents do not wish to make use of help offered to them, the school
will have no choice but to take whatever action it feels necessary, not excluding expulsion or the
pressing of criminal charges.

Acceptance of the content of this document is a prerequisite for acceptance in to the school.

PREVENTION:
The school undertakes to:

e present prevention and information sessions to learners and parents/guardians as
e deemed necessary;

¢ make information and training available to teachers;

¢ involve outside organisations and individuals as part of a team approach;

¢ support the founding of positive peer groups;

e evaluate this policy and adapt it, if and when necessary, in accordance with changing
circumstances and conditions;

e support a healthy, drug-free life through word and deed;

e develop and implement a Learner Support Programme.

Parents/guardians will of necessity be expected to participate in and to contribute financially towards
these initiatives.



SUBSTANCE USE:
The use of any mood-altering or habit-forming substance, without a doctor's certificate, is strictly
forbidden:

e on school premises;

e at all functions, excursions or any other activity organised by the school;
¢ when members of the school community are representing the school;
e whenever members of the school community can be identified as such;

¢ when the effects of use or abuse are noticeable at school or school functions or when
representing the school or when the learner is identifiable as a member of the school
community.

Note: The school reserves the right to take action according to policy and procedure if a
learner's substance abuse outside school influences their academic achievements, behavior,
attendance, etc.

DEALING IN DRUGS:
Dealing in drugs is a criminal offence and is strictly forbidden.

Note: If any learner is suspected of using or possessing, or is caught with or dealing in, illegal
drugs, the school will investigate further and reserves the right to refer the matter to the
authorities (The South African Narcotics Abuse Bureau, the South African Police, etc.), after
which the normal legal process will take its course.

Each case will be assessed on merit and considered individually within the framework of the policy
and procedures.

Every case will be dealt with confidentially but parents/guardians will be informed and involved.

Isolated individual symptoms and unsubstantiated rumours will not be considered as reliable
indicators of substance abuse, but a pattern of indicators (a decrease in school achievements, lack
of willingness to participate in school activities, changes in attitude and behaviour, etc.) will be
investigated and handled in accordance with the school’s code of conduct.

Rumours with supporting evidence will also be investigated.
Note: This is not a process of victimisation but an honest attempt to identify at an early
stage a learner in crisis.

Selected staff, who will be specifically trained in this area, will undertake the investigations and call
in other experts and professionals, whenever necessary.

Parents/guardians will need to accept responsibility for any expenses incurred during a
drug/alcohol-related incident (assessment, screening, treatment, therapy, outside programmes,
medical attention, etc,) unless alternative arrangements have been made with the school.

A contract will be drawn up between all affected parties. This contract will include measures such
as:
o the treatment options as determined by all relevant parties;

¢ that screening (urine or any other method determined by the school) may be carried out
on an ad hoc basis. (The control of such screening is the responsibility of the school;
the cost is the responsibility of the parent/guardian);

o that the learner is expected to improve behaviour, achievements, etc;



o that the parent/guardian authorizes the treatment and also permits any institution,
therapist or caregiver, if relevant, to furnish the school with progress reports;

o that the content of the contract can be adapted after negotiation with the affected parties;

o that if the parent/guardian and/or learner take it upon themselves to stop treatment, the
school will consider the contract suspended, and the learner may be required to leave the
school;

e that the school reserves the right to recommend that, if it is in the interest of the learner
and/or the school, such learner is referred elsewhere to complete his/her education.

SEARCHES:
Where a staff member in authority reasonably suspects that a learner has a prohibited substance in
his or her possession, an appointed nominee (which may include the police or a specialised security
organization) may search that learner's possessions. Should such a search be necessary, it will
occur in the presence of the learner concerned, a person of his/her choice in support, and a second
adult witness.

SCREENING:
Where a staff member in authority reasonably suspects that a student is under the influence of a
prohibited substance the learner can immediately be sent to an appointed nominee for screening.

Note: This should not be seen as a process of victimisation but an honest attempt to
identify a young person who may be moving into addiction, which is a primary,
chronic and progressive iliness.

DEFINITIONS:
Drugs: A drug is commonly defined as any substance which changes the normal way in
which the body or mind functions.
Readily available drugs include:
e tranquilisers, prescribed and over-the-counter medicines;
e tobacco and alcohol;
e solvents, petrol, adhesives, chemical agents, etc;
o illegal drugs such as cannabis, LSD, heroin, cocaine, amphetamines; ecstasy,
mandrax, “tik” etc.

Dealing: Selling, exchanging, swapping, supplying, distributing, trading, etc.
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