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South Africa’s youth is faced with a growing epidemic, one that will affect them all in the coming years.  Due to the  
increase in infection rates, learners and educators with HIV/AIDS will increasingly form part of the school population.  
More and more children who acquire HIV pre-Nataly will, with better medical care, reach school-going age and attend 
primary and possibly, high school.  Also, indications that young people are sexually active, means that increasing  
numbers  of  learners  attending  schools  might  be  infected (although  recent  evidence  indicates  a  stabilisation in 
infections).  Although the possibility is remote, recipients of infected blood products may also be present at our school.

PRINCIPLE:

All people (learners, staff and general assistants) should be treated as potentially HIV POSITIVE and their blood and 
body fluids as such.

RIGHTS:

● No discrimination will be tolerated.
● Decisions must be made in the best interests of the child and the school.
● No learner may be tested to be admitted to the school.
● No learner may be denied admission to the school on the grounds that s/he is HIV +.
● No educator may refuse to teach a child who is HIV +.
● No educator may be denied the right to teach or to be promoted on account of his/her HIV/AIDS status.  

HIV/AIDS status may not be used as a reason to dismiss an educator, nor for refusing to conclude, or renew, an 
educator’s employment contract (whether they are employed by the WCED or SGB).

A LEARNER WHO HAS HIV/AIDS:

● Has the right to schooling.
● Has the right to attend school as long as s/he is able to and there is no risk to others.
● Has the right to be taught at home when s/he is unable to attend school anymore.  It is the teacher’s duty to  

give work to be studied at home.

  UNAUTHORISED DISCLOSURE OF HIV/AIDS
RELATED INFORMATION COULD GIVE RISE TO LEGAL LIABILITY



DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF LEARNERS, EDUCATORS AND PARENTS:

● Ideally, all educators should be able to educate on issues relevant to HIV/AIDS.
● Learners need to know:

1. Never to touch open sores, wounds, blood or lesions.
2. Always cover all  sores,  lesions,  wounds and cuts with a plaster or other non-porous waterproof 

dressing.
3. How the HIV/AIDS virus is transmitted and acquired, especially the role of sex, drugs and fighting  

(scratching and biting).
4. First Aid principles when dealing with blood.
5. How to behave towards people infected with HIV/AIDS.
6. Accurate information about HIV/AIDS.
7. That they can and should make use of health-care and support services in their communities

● Parents need to know:

1. What the school’s HIV/AIDS policy is.
2. When any inoculation is scheduled at the school.
3. What educational programmes are taught Relevant to HIV/AIDS?

SAFETY ISSUES:

Precaution:  Treat all persons as potentially infected.

HIV/AIDS cannot be transmitted through saliva, sweat, tears, urine, handshaking, communal bath water, toilets, food  
or drinking water …

BUT

If any of these are contaminated with blood, it must be treated as potentially infected.

Dangerous situations involve open wounds, lesions, sores, grazes, nosebleeds, cuts and any other breaks in the skin.

UNIVERSAL PRECAUTIONS:

Always wear protective latex gloves when dealing with blood or suspicious substances.  Emergency treatment must 
continue (with utmost caution) if gloves are not available.

● Blood on skin:  use water and disinfectant immediately.
● Blood on face:  wash face with running water for three minutes.
● Blood on wounds:  use water and disinfect immediately.
● Blood on area:  wash with fresh, strong bleach - use latex gloves.
● Blood on clothes:  put in a plastic bag and incinerate or send to a disposal firm.
● Blood on instruments:  wash and place in a strong bleach solution for one hour before drying and re-using.



SPORT:

● No learner may participate in sport with an open sore, wound, lesion or break in the skin.
● If an injury occurs during play, the player must leave the field of play and be treated as prescribed.
● Bloodied clothing must be changed and disposed of as prescribed.
● All educators are to have medical kits at sports events.
● Children who have HIV/AIDS must seek medical counselling before participating in sport.
● Coaches have the responsibility to educate players about the connection between HIV/AIDS and sport.

EDUCATION PROGRAMMES:

● The school will pursue and maintain an exhaustive HIV/AIDS education programme.
● The school will align itself with National HIVE/AIDS policy.
● As far as possible,  Non-Governmental  Organisational assistance will  be called upon to provide HIV/AIDS 

training to staff members and workshops for learners (in so far as the N.G.O. aligns itself with government 
policy).

● HIV/AIDS education will, in Grades 8 and 9, be catered for as part of a programme organiser within the context 
of a curricular learning area (e.g. Human and Social Sciences, Life Orientation, etc.).

● The “Sexual Awareness Programme” will be provided to Grade 9 learners in the third term (an N.G.O. initiative 
in consultation with the school).

● In Grades 10, 11 and 12 HIV/AIDS awareness and education will form part of the Life Skills curriculum.
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